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DEC POSITION STATEMENT
The Role of Special Instruction in Early Intervention

Purpose: The purpose of this position statement is to clarify the role of the service,  
Special Instruction, and its providers (referred to as “special instructors” in this paper) 
Ü�Ì����Ì�i�LÀ�>`iÀ�wi�`��v�*>ÀÌ�
�i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì���°�Ƃ��}�i`�Ü�Ì��vi`iÀ>��ÀiµÕ�Ài�i�ÌÃ] 
Ì��Ã�ÃÌ>Ìi�i�Ì�v�VÕÃiÃ����Ì��Ã�ÃiÀÛ�Vi�>Ã��Ì��Ã�«À�Û�`i`�Ì��v>����iÃ��v�i��}�L�i���v>�ÌÃ�>�` 
Ì�``�iÀÃ�Ü�Ì��`iÛi��«�i�Ì>��`i�>ÞÃ�>�`�`�Ã>L���Ì�iÃ°���v�À�>Ì����>L�ÕÌ���Ü�Ã«iV�>� 
��ÃÌÀÕVÌ�����Ã�`iw�i`�>�`�`iÃVÀ�Li`����vi`iÀ>���>Ü�>�`����«À>VÌ�Vi]�ÀiV���i�`>Ì���Ã�v�À� 
«À�viÃÃ���>��«Ài«>À>Ì����>�`�µÕ>��wV>Ì���Ã��v�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�ÀÃ]�>�`iÃVÀ�«Ì�����v�Ì�i� 
role of the special instructor in each part of the early intervention process, and a 
ÃÌ>Ìi�i�Ì�>L�ÕÌ�Ì�i�Õ��µÕi�iÃÃ��v�Ì�i�ÃiÀÛ�Vi��Ã�`�ÃVÕÃÃi`°�Ƃ��>««i�`�Ý��Ã�>�Ã� 
��V�Õ`i`�Ì��Ã«iV�vÞ�Ü�>Ì�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�����Ã�>�`��Ã���Ì�Ü�i����«�i�i�Ìi`�ÕÃ��}� 
LiÃÌ�«À>VÌ�ViÃ°

-«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�����Ã�>��i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����ÃiÀÛ�Vi�Ì�>Ì�v�VÕÃiÃ����«À���Ì��}� 
V>Ài}�ÛiÀ�V���`���ÌiÀ>VÌ���Ã�>�`�ÃÕ««�ÀÌ��}�V>Ài}�ÛiÀÃ�����i>À���}��iÜ�ÃÌÀ>Ìi}�iÃ�Ì�iÞ� 
can use to enhance the child’s development and participation in the natural activities  

>�`�À�ÕÌ��iÃ��v�iÛiÀÞ`>Þ���vi°

Special Instruction and Early Intervention
*>ÀÌ�
��v�Ì�i���`�Û�`Õ>�Ã�Ü�Ì����Ã>L���Ì�iÃ�
`ÕV>Ì����ƂVÌ�­Óää{®�`iÃVÀ�LiÃ�>��>ÀÀ>Þ��v� 
i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����ÃiÀÛ�ViÃ]���V�Õ`��}�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ���]�Ì�>Ì�>Ài�>Û>��>L�i�Ì��ÃÕ««�ÀÌ� 
v>����iÃ��v�i��}�L�i���v>�ÌÃ�>�`�Ì�``�iÀÃ�Ü�Ì��`iÛi��«�i�Ì>��`i�>ÞÃ�>�`�`�Ã>L���Ì�iÃ°�/�i� 
«ÕÀ«�Ãi��v�Ì�iÃi�ÃiÀÛ�ViÃ��Ã�Ì��ÃÕ««�ÀÌ�«>Ài�ÌÃ�>�`��Ì�iÀ�V>Ài}�ÛiÀÃ�>Ã�Ì�iÞ���ÌiÀ>VÌ� 
Ü�Ì��Ì�i�À�V���`Ài�����Ü>ÞÃ�Ì�>Ì�i��>�Vi�Ì�i�V���`½Ã�`iÛi��«�i�Ì]��i>À���}]�>�`� 
«>ÀÌ�V�«>Ì�������`>��Þ�>VÌ�Û�Ì�iÃ�>�`�À�ÕÌ��iÃ�­
���`ÀiÃÃ]�Óää{Æ�/À�ÛiÌÌi�E��Õ�ÃÌ]�Óäää®°

�i�iÀ>��Þ]�i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����ÃiÀÛ�ViÃ]���V�Õ`��}�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ���]�v�VÕÃ����>VÌ�Ûi� 
V>Ài}�ÛiÀ�«À�viÃÃ���>��«>ÀÌ�iÀÃ��«Ã�Ì�>Ì�>Ài�}À�Õ�`i`����v>���Þ�Vi�ÌiÀi`�«À>VÌ�ViÃ�>�`� 
}Õ�`i`�LÞ�v>���Þ�«À��À�Ì�iÃ�>�`��ÕÌV��iÃ�ÜÀ�ÌÌi����Ì��i>V��V���`½Ã���`�Û�`Õ>��âi`��>���Þ� 
-iÀÛ�Vi�*�>��­��-*Æ�*>ÀÌ�
]���
Ƃ]�Óää{]�-iV°�ÎäÎ°£n®°�
���>L�À>Ì�Ûi�i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì���� 
Û�Ã�ÌÃ�Ü�Ì��Ì�i�v>���Þ�v�VÕÃ�����`i�Ì�vÞ��}���Ü�Ì����Ìi}À>Ìi���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����ÃÌÀ>Ìi}�iÃ���Ì�� 
v>���Þ�À�ÕÌ��iÃ�>�`���Ü�Ì�i�V>Ài}�ÛiÀ�V>����`i«i�`i�Ì�Þ���«�i�i�Ì�Ì�iÃi�ÃÌÀ>Ìi}�iÃ� 
Ì�À�Õ}��ÕÌ�Ì�i�Üii��Ü�i��Ì�i�i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����ÃÌ��Ã���Ì�«ÀiÃi�Ì�­->�`>��]��i��iÌiÀ]� 
-��Ì�]�E��V�i>�]�ÓääxÆ�,�`}�iÞ]�-�Þ`iÀ]��V7����>�]�E��>Û�Ã]�Óä££®°���ÌiÀÛi�Ì�����Ã� 
«À�Û�`i`����Ì�i�V���`½Ã��>ÌÕÀ>��i�Û�À���i�Ì]���V�Õ`��}�«�>ViÃ�Ü�iÀi�Ì�i�V���`�>�`�v>���Þ� 
�>ÌÕÀ>��Þ�Ã«i�`�Ì��i�­i°}°]����i]�V���`V>Ài�Vi�ÌiÀ]���V>��«>À�]�«�>Þ}À�Õ«®�>Ã�Üi���>Ã���� 
ÃiÌÌ��}Ã�Ì�>Ì�>Ài��>ÌÕÀ>��v�À�Ì�i�V���`½Ã�«iiÀÃ�Ü���`����Ì��>Ûi�`�Ã>L���Ì�iÃ°�ƂVÌ�Û�Ì�iÃ]
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À�ÕÌ��iÃ]�>�`��>ÌiÀ�>�Ã�Ì�>Ì�>Ài�v>����>À�Ì��Ì�i�V���`�>�`�v>���Þ�>Ài�ÕÃi`�`ÕÀ��}�Û�Ã�ÌÃ�>�`� 
«À�Û�`i�Ì�i�V��ÌiÝÌ�v�À���`�Û�`Õ>��âi`]��i>���}vÕ����ÌiÀÛi�Ì����Ì�>Ì�>««À�«À�>Ìi�Þ� 
>``ÀiÃÃiÃ�Ì�i�V���`½Ã�ÃÌÀi�}Ì�Ã�>�`��ii`Ã�­
�««�i�E�	Ài`i�>�«]�Óää�®°

7�Ì����Ì�i�vÀ>�iÜ�À���v�i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì���]�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�����Ã�«À�Û�`i`����>VV�À`>�Vi� 
with these recommended practices as well as with both the Agreed Upon Mission and  
Key Principles for Providing Early Intervention Services in Natural Environments  
­�ÌÌ«\ÉÉiVÌ>Vi�ÌiÀ°�À}ÉH«`vÃÉÌ�«�VÃÉv>����iÃÉ���>���ÃÃ���>�`«À��V�«�iÃÎÚ££Úän°«`v®�>�`� 
the DEC Recommended Practices for Early Intervention/Early Childhood Special Education 
­Óä£{Æ��ÌÌ«\ÉÉÜÜÜ°`iV�Ã«i`°�À}ÉÀiV���i�`i`«À>VÌ�ViÃ®°

What is Special Instruction?
ƂÃ�`iÃVÀ�Li`����vi`iÀ>���i}�Ã�>Ì����­��
Ƃ]�Óää{®]�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ������V�Õ`iÃ\
� U��/�i�`iÃ�}���v��i>À���}�i�Û�À���i�ÌÃ�>�`�>VÌ�Û�Ì�iÃ�Ì�>Ì�«À���Ìi�Ì�i�V���`½Ã� 

>VµÕ�Ã�Ì�����v�Ã����Ã����>�Û>À�iÌÞ��v�`iÛi��«�i�Ì>��>Ài>Ã]���V�Õ`��}�V�}��Ì�Ûi� 
«À�ViÃÃiÃ�>�`�Ã�V�>����ÌiÀ>VÌ���Æ

� �U��
ÕÀÀ�VÕ�Õ��«�>����}���V�Õ`��}�Ì�i�«�>��i`���ÌiÀ>VÌ�����v�«iÀÃ���i�]��>ÌiÀ�>�Ã]� 
>�`�Ì��i�>�`�Ã«>Vi]�Ì�>Ì��i>`Ã�Ì��>V��iÛ��}�Ì�i��ÕÌV��iÃ����Ì�i�V���`½Ã� 
��`�Û�`Õ>��âi`�v>���Þ�ÃiÀÛ�Vi�«�>�Æ

� U��*À�Û�`��}�v>����iÃ�Ü�Ì����v�À�>Ì���]�Ã����Ã]�>�`�ÃÕ««�ÀÌ�Ài�>Ìi`�Ì��i��>�V��}�Ì�i� 
Ã�����`iÛi��«�i�Ì��v�Ì�i�V���`Æ�>�`

� U��7�À���}�Ü�Ì��Ì�i�V���`�Ì��i��>�Vi�Ì�i�V���`½Ã�`iÛi��«�i�Ì�­
�,�ÎäÎ°£Ó�­£Î® 
­���Û®®°


>V���v�Ì�iÃi�>Ã«iVÌÃ��v�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�����Ã���`�Û�`Õ>��âi`�v�À�Ì�i�V���`Ài��>�`�v>����iÃ� 
Ü���ÀiVi�Ûi�Ì��Ã�ÃiÀÛ�Vi°���Ü�i>V��>Ã«iVÌ��Ã���«�i�i�Ìi`�Ü���������`�vviÀi�Ì�`i«i�`��}� 
���Ì�i�Õ��µÕi�«À��À�Ì�iÃ��v�Ì�i�v>���Þ�>�`�Ì�i�>L���Ì�iÃ��v�Ì�i�V���`°

/�i�i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����ÃiÀÛ�Vi�ºÃ«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ���»��Ã��`i�Ì�wi`�LÞ�`�vviÀi�Ì��>�iÃ���� 
`�vviÀi�Ì�ÃÌ>ÌiÃ�­i°}°]�`iÛi��«�i�Ì>��ÃiÀÛ�ViÃ]�Ã«iV�>��âi`�Ã����Ã�ÌÀ>����}]�`iÛi��«�i�Ì>�� 
Ì�iÀ>«Þ®]�LÕÌ�Ì�i�«ÕÀ«�Ãi�>�`�}�>�Ã��v�Ì�i�ÃiÀÛ�Vi�>Ài�}i�iÀ>��Þ�Ì�i�Ã>�i°�-«iV�>�� 
instruction is complementary, not duplicative, to the other early intervention services  
­
���`ÀiÃÃ]�Óää{®°�7���i��Ì�ÀiµÕ�ÀiÃ�>�Ã����>À�ÃiÌ��v����Ü�i`}i�>�`�Ã����Ã]���V�Õ`��}�V���`� 
development and adaptions for different learners, special instruction is also not the  
Ã>�i�>Ã�Ã«iV�>��i`ÕV>Ì����«À�Û�`i`����>�ÃV�����ÃiÌÌ��}°�/�i�ÃiÀÛ�Vi�«À�Û�`i`�LÞ�>� 
Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�À�}�iÃ�LiÞ��`�V���`�Vi�ÌiÀi`�Ìi>V���}�>�`�}i�iÀ>��«>Ài�Ì�i`ÕV>Ì���� 
>�`�ÀiµÕ�ÀiÃ�>�`�ÃÌ��VÌ�ÃiÌ��v����Ü�i`}i]�Ã����Ã�>�`�iÝ«iÀ�i�Vi°�-ii�Ì�i�Ƃ««i�`�Ý�v�À� 
��Ài���v�À�>Ì����>L�ÕÌ�Ü�>Ì�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�����Ã�>�`��Ã���Ì°

-«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�ÀÃ�>Ài�µÕ>��wi`�«À�viÃÃ���>�Ã�Ü���LÀ��}�>�Õ��µÕi�ÃiÌ��v�
���Ü�i`}i]�Ã����Ã]�>�`�iÝ«iÀÌ�Ãi�Ì��Ì�i�i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����Ìi>�°
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2TQHGUUKQPCN�2TGRCTCVKQP�CPF�3WCNKƂECVKQPU�QH�5RGEKCN�+PUVTWEVQTU 
�Õi�Ì��Ì�i�Ã«iV�>��âi`��>ÌÕÀi��v�Ì��Ã�ÃiÀÛ�Vi]�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�����Ã�«À�Û�`i`�LÞ�µÕ>��wi`� 
«À�viÃÃ���>�Ã�Ü������`�>������Õ���v�>�L>V�i��À½Ã�`i}Àii����
>À�Þ�
���`���`�-«iV�>�� 

`ÕV>Ì���]���V�ÕÃ�Ûi�
>À�Þ�
���`���`�
`ÕV>Ì���]�-«iV�>��
`ÕV>Ì���]�
>À�Þ�
���`���`]� 

���`��iÛi��«�i�Ì]��À���v>�Ì��i�Ì>���i>�Ì��Ü�Ì��>�V��Vi�ÌÀ>Ì�����À�ÃÌ>Ìi�ViÀÌ�wV>Ì������� 
i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì���°�/�iÃi�«À�viÃÃ���>�Ã��ÕÃÌ��>Ûi����Ü�i`}i�>�`�Ã����Ã����Ì�i�v����Ü��}� 
>Ài>Ã��v�iÝ«iÀÌ�Ãi\
� U��i`iÀ>����
Ƃ�­*>ÀÌ�
®�ÀiµÕ�Ài�i�ÌÃÆ
� U��/Þ«�V>��>�`�>ÌÞ«�V>��«>ÌÌiÀ�Ã��v���v>�Ì�>�`�Ì�``�iÀ�`iÛi��«�i�Ì�>�`��i>À���}� 

���>���>Ài>Ã�­i°}°]�V�}��Ì���]�V���Õ��V>Ì���]�Ã�V�>��i��Ì���>�]�>`>«Ì�Ûi�>�`���Ì�À�
`iÛi��«�i�Ì®Æ

� U��Õ�VÌ���>��>ÃÃiÃÃ�i�Ì��v�`iÛi��«�i�Ì�>VÀ�ÃÃ�`��>��ÃÆ
� U��iÛi��«�i�Ì>��`�Ã>L���Ì�iÃ����Ì�i�L�ÀÌ��Ì��Ì�Àii�«�«Õ�>Ì���Æ�>�`
� U�-«iV�>��âi`���ÃÌÀÕVÌ���>��ÃÌÀ>Ìi}�iÃ�Ì���i�«�Þ�Õ�}�V���`Ài���i>À�°

Special instructors also must have foundational competencies in: 
� U�*À���Ì��}�V>Ài}�ÛiÀ�V���`���ÌiÀ>VÌ���Æ
� U���>V���Ì>Ì��}�Ì�i�V>«>V�Ì�iÃ��v�v>����iÃ�Ì��>`>«Ì�À�ÕÌ��iÃ�>�`�>VÌ�Û�Ì�iÃ�Ì��ÃÕ««�ÀÌ� 

V���`��i>À���}�>�`���ÌiÀ>VÌ���Æ
� U���Ìi}À>Ì��}�>���>Ài>Ã��v�`iÛi��«�i�Ì�v�À�>�����ÃÌ�V�Û�iÜ��v�Ì�i�V���`Æ
� U��1Ì���â��}�>`Õ�Ì��i>À���}�>««À�>V�iÃ�Ì��ÃÕ««�ÀÌ�Ì�i�V>Ài}�ÛiÀ½Ã�V��«iÌi�Vi�>�`� 

V��w`i�Vi�����iiÌ��}�Ì�i�V���`½Ã��ii`ÃÆ
� U��1�`iÀÃÌ>�`��}���Ü�VÕ�ÌÕÀ>��`�ÛiÀÃ�ÌÞ�>vviVÌÃ�v>���Þ���ÌiÀ>VÌ���Ã�>�`���ÌiÀÛi�Ì���� 

«À>VÌ�ViÃÆ�>�`
� U��1Ã��}�ivviVÌ�Ûi�Ìi>���}�«À>VÌ�ViÃ�Ì��V���>L�À>Ìi�Ü�Ì��v>����iÃ�>�`��Ì�iÀ� 

«À�viÃÃ���>�Ã�Ü�Ì����>�`�>VÀ�ÃÃ�>}i�V�iÃ°

The Role of the Special Instructor in the Early Intervention Process
-«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�ÀÃ��>Ûi���«�ÀÌ>�Ì�À��iÃ�Ì�À�Õ}��ÕÌ�Ì�i�i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����«À�ViÃÃ°� 
7��V��À��iÃ�Ì�iÞ�«�>Þ�Ü����`i«i�`������`�Û�`Õ>��µÕ>��wV>Ì���Ã]�ÃÌ>Ìi�>�`���V>��«À�}À>�� 
«���V�iÃ]�Ìi>��V��«�Ã�Ì���]�>�`�v>���Þ�«À��À�Ì�iÃ�>�`�«ÀiviÀi�ViÃ°

Child Find and Screening
-«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�ÀÃ��>Þ�«>ÀÌ�V�«>Ìi����V���`�w�`�>VÌ�Û�Ì�iÃ�LÞ�V��`ÕVÌ��}�`iÛi��«�i�Ì>�� 
ÃVÀii���}Ã�Ü�Ì��V���`Ài�]�V���>L�À>Ì��}�Ü�Ì��V���Õ��ÌÞ�«>ÀÌ�iÀÃ]�>�`�«À�Û�`��}� 
��v�À�>Ì����>L�ÕÌ�i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����ÃiÀÛ�ViÃ°�-«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�ÀÃ�>�Ã��Ã�>Ài�Ì�i�ÀiÃÕ�ÌÃ� 
�v�ÃVÀii���}Ã�>�`�ÀiV���i�`>Ì���Ã�Ài}>À`��}�Ì�i��ii`�v�À�vÕÀÌ�iÀ�>ÃÃiÃÃ�i�Ì�Ü�Ì��Ì�i� 
v>���Þ]�«�ÞÃ�V�>�Ã]�>�`��Ì�iÀ�Ìi>���i�LiÀÃ°

Referral and Intake
���Ã��i�«À�}À>�Ã]�>�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�À��>Þ�V���>L�À>Ìi�Ü�Ì��v>����iÃ]�«�ÞÃ�V�>�Ã�>�`� 
�Ì�iÀ�ÀiviÀÀ>��Ã�ÕÀViÃ�Ì��}>Ì�iÀ�>�`�ÀiÛ�iÜ�ÃVÀii���}���v�À�>Ì����>�`�«Ài«>Ài�v�À�Ì�i� 
V���`½Ã�i�ÌÀÞ���Ì��Ì�i�i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����«À�}À>�°��v�Ì�i�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�À�>�Ã��ÃiÀÛiÃ���� 
Ì�i�À��i��v�ÃiÀÛ�Vi�V��À`��>Ì�À]��i��À�Ã�i���}�Ì�>�Ã��V��`ÕVÌ���Ì>�iÃ�Ü�Ì���iÜ�v>����iÃ� 
>�`����Ì�>Ìi�Ì�i�«�>����}�«À�ViÃÃ�v�À�Ì�i�>ÃÃiÃÃ�i�Ì�>�`���-*°�
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Evaluation and Assessment
-«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�ÀÃ�«�>Þ���«�ÀÌ>�Ì�À��iÃ����iÛ>�Õ>Ì����>�`�>ÃÃiÃÃ�i�Ì°�ƂÃ�>��i�LiÀ��v� 
Ì�i�Ìi>�]�Ì�iÞ�V��`ÕVÌ�`iÛi��«�i�Ì>��iÛ>�Õ>Ì���Ã�ÕÃ��}�>««À�«À�>Ìi�Ì���Ã�Ì��`iÌiÀ���i� 
>�V���`½Ã�i��}�L���ÌÞ�v�À�ÃiÀÛ�ViÃ°��ÕÀ��}�>��iÛ>�Õ>Ì���]�Ì�i�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�À�ÕÃiÃ���Ã��À� 
�iÀ����Ü�i`}i�>�`�Ã����Ã�Ì��v����Ü�Ì�i�V���`½Ã��i>`]��LÃiÀÛi�`iÛi��«�i�Ì>��«>ÌÌiÀ�Ã]�>�`� 
VÀi>Ì�Ûi�Þ�i�}>}i�Ì�i�V���`����Ã«iV�wV�>VÌ�Û�Ì�iÃ�`iÃ�}�i`�Ì���`i�Ì�vÞ�ÃÌÀi�}Ì�Ã�>�`� 
�ii`Ã°�/�i�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�À�>�Ã��i�}>}iÃ�Ì�i�V>Ài}�ÛiÀ����`�ÃVÕÃÃ����>L�ÕÌ�Ì�i�V���`½Ã� 
`iÛi��«�i�Ì�Ì��}>Ì�iÀ���«�ÀÌ>�Ì�>ÃÃiÃÃ�i�Ì���v�À�>Ì����>L�ÕÌ�Ì�i�V���`½Ã�vÕ�VÌ���>�� 
>L���Ì�iÃ����`>��Þ�>VÌ�Û�Ì�iÃ°�7�i��Ì�i�iÛ>�Õ>Ì����>�`�>ÃÃiÃÃ�i�Ì�>Ài�V��«�iÌi`]�Ì�i� 
Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�À�Ã�>ÀiÃ�Ì�i�w�`��}Ã�Ü�Ì��Ì�i�v>���Þ����>�Ãi�Ã�Ì�Ûi]����iÃÌ��>��iÀ�>�`� 
>ÃÃ�ÃÌÃ�Ì�i�v>���Þ������ÌiÀ«ÀiÌ��}�Ì�i�Ài�>Ì���Ã��«�LiÌÜii��Ì�i�Ã����Ã�iÛ>�Õ>Ìi`�ÕÃ��}�Ì�i� 
>ÃÃiÃÃ�i�Ì�«À�Ì�V���>�`�Ì�i�V���`½Ã�>L���Ì�iÃ�>�`�«>ÀÌ�V�«>Ì�������`>��Þ���vi°

-«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�ÀÃ��>Þ�>�Ã��>ÃÃ�ÃÌ�Ü�Ì��Ì�i�v>���Þ�>ÃÃiÃÃ�i�Ì�Ì��iÝ«��Ài�v>���Þ� 
«À��À�Ì�iÃ]�À�ÕÌ��iÃ]�>�`�ÀiÃ�ÕÀViÃ�Ài�>Ìi`�Ì��Ì�i�V���`½Ã�`iÛi��«�i�Ì°�/��Ã���v�À�>Ì�����Ã� 
ÕÃi`����Ì�i�`iÛi��«�i�Ì��v�>��i��}�L�i�V���`½Ã���-*°

Development of the IFSP
Special instructors are trained to view the child from a holistic perspective that  
ÀiV�}��âiÃ�Ì�i���ÌiÀÀi�>Ìi`��>ÌÕÀi��v�>���>Ài>Ã��v�`iÛi��«�i�Ì°�/��Ã�«iÀÃ«iVÌ�Ûi��Ã�Û�Ì>�� 
Ì��>ÃÃ�ÃÌ��}���-*�Ìi>�Ã�Ü�Ì����Ìi}À>Ì��}�Ì�i���v�À�>Ì����}>Ì�iÀi`�vÀ���iÛ>�Õ>Ì����>�`� 
>ÃÃiÃÃ�i�Ì���Ì��vÕ�VÌ���>���ÕÌV��iÃ�>�`�}�>�Ã°�-«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�ÀÃ�>�Ã��ÃÕ««�ÀÌ�Ì�i� 
v>���Þ�Vi�ÌiÀi`��>ÌÕÀi��v�Ì�i���-*°�/�i�À����Ü�i`}i��v�V���`�`iÛi��«�i�Ì��i�«Ã�Ì�i� 
Ìi>��Üi>Ûi�v>���Þ�«À��À�Ì�iÃ]�À�ÕÌ��iÃ]�>�`�v�À�>��>�`���v�À�>��ÀiÃ�ÕÀViÃ�Ì�}iÌ�iÀ�Ü�Ì�� 
Ì�i�V���`½Ã���ÌiÀiÃÌÃ�>�`�>L���Ì�iÃ�Ì��VÀi>Ìi�>�«�>��Ì�>Ì��Ã��i>���}vÕ��v�À�Ì�i�V���`�>�`� 
v>���Þ°

ƂvÌiÀ���-*��ÕÌV��iÃ�>Ài�`iÛi��«i`]�Ì�i�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�À�«>ÀÌ�V�«>ÌiÃ����Ì�i� 
`iÌiÀ���>Ì�����v�i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����ÃiÀÛ�ViÃ°�,iV���i�`>Ì���Ã�vÀ���Ì�i�Ã«iV�>�� 
��ÃÌÀÕVÌ�À�v�À�ÃiÀÛ�ViÃ�>Ài�L>Ãi`����Ì�i���-*��ÕÌV��iÃ�>�`�Ì�i�ÌÞ«i�>�`��iÛi���v� 
ÃÕ««�ÀÌ�Ì�i�v>���Þ��ii`Ã�Ì��«À���Ìi�Ì�i�V���`½Ã�`iÛi��«�i�Ì°

IFSP Implementation and the Delivery of Special Instruction
7�i��Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�����Ã�ÀiV���i�`i`�>Ã�>��i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����ÃiÀÛ�Vi����Ì�i���-*]� 
�Ì��>Þ�Li���«�i�i�Ìi`�i�Ì�iÀ�>Ã�>�«À��>ÀÞ��À�ÃiV��`>ÀÞ�ÃiÀÛ�Vi°�7�i��Ü�À���}�>Ã�>� 
primary service provider, the special instructor receives support from other team  
�i�LiÀÃ]�ÃÕV��>Ã�Ã«iiV���>�}Õ>}i�«>Ì����}�ÃÌÃ]�«�ÞÃ�V>��Ì�iÀ>«�ÃÌÃ]�>�`��VVÕ«>Ì���>�� 
Ì�iÀ>«�ÃÌÃ�Ì�À�Õ}��Ài}Õ�>À�Ìi>���iiÌ��}Ã�>�`�����Ì�Û�Ã�ÌÃ�Ì��>ÃÃ�ÃÌ�Ì�i�v>���Þ�>�`��Ì�iÀ� 
V>Ài�«À�Û�`iÀÃ������«�i�i�Ì��}���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����ÃÌÀ>Ìi}�iÃ�Ì�>Ì�>``ÀiÃÃ���-*��ÕÌV��iÃ� 
Ü�Ì����Ì�i�V��ÌiÝÌ��v�iÛiÀÞ`>Þ�À�ÕÌ��iÃ�>�`�>VÌ�Û�Ì�iÃ°�Ƃ�Û>À�iÌÞ��v�iÛ�`i�Vi�L>Ãi`� 
�iÌ��`Ã�>Ài�ÕÃi`�Ì��ÃÕ««�ÀÌ�V���`�>�`�>`Õ�Ì��i>À���}�`ÕÀ��}�>�`�LiÌÜii��Û�Ã�ÌÃ]� 
��V�Õ`��}��>ÌÕÀ>���i>À���}�i�Û�À���i�Ì�«À>VÌ�ViÃ]�V�>V���}���ÌiÀ>VÌ���Ã]�V���>L�À>Ì�Ûi� 
V��ÃÕ�Ì>Ì���]�À�ÕÌ��iÃ�L>Ãi`���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����>�`�«>ÀÌ�V�«>Ì����L>Ãi`���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����ÃÌÀ>Ìi}�iÃ� 
­�Õ�ÃÌ�iÌ�>�°]�Óää£Æ��V7����>�]�Óä£äÆ�,ÕÃ��E�-�i�`i�]�Óä££Æ�-ÌÀi�i��E�
>�«Li��]� 
ÓääÇÆ�7��`Ã]�7��V�Ý]��À�i`�>�]�E��ÕÀV�]�Óä££®°
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7�i��Ì�i�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�À�«À�Û�`iÃ�ÃiV��`>ÀÞ�ÃÕ««�ÀÌ�ÃiÀÛ�ViÃ]��i��À�Ã�i��iiÌÃ�Ü�Ì�� 
Ì�i�V>Ài}�ÛiÀÃ�>�`�Ì�i�«À��>ÀÞ�ÃiÀÛ�Vi�«À�Û�`iÀ�>Ã��ii`i`�Ì��«À�Û�`i�ÃÌÀ>Ìi}�iÃ�>�`� 
ÃÕ««�ÀÌ�Ì�>Ì�>``ÀiÃÃ�>�`���Ìi}À>Ìi�Ì�i�V���`½Ã��i>À���}��ii`Ã�>VÀ�ÃÃ�>���>Ài>Ã��v� 
`iÛi��«�i�Ì°�/�i�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�À�ÕÃiÃ���Ã��À��iÀ����Ü�i`}i�>�`�iÝ«iÀÌ�Ãi�Ì��ÃÕ}}iÃÌ� 
>««À�«À�>Ìi���ÃÌÀÕVÌ���>��ÃÌÀ>Ìi}�iÃ�>�`�>`>«Ì>Ì���Ã�Ì����ÌiÀÛi�Ì����Ì���iiÌ�Ì�i�V���`½Ã� 
>�`�v>���Þ½Ã�V�>�}��}��ii`Ã°�/�iÃi�ÃÌÀ>Ìi}�iÃ�>Ài�Ì�i����«�i�i�Ìi`�>�`�����Ì�Ài`�LÞ� 
Ì�i�«À��>ÀÞ�ÃiÀÛ�Vi�«À�Û�`iÀ�>�`�Ì�i�v>���Þ°

-«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�ÀÃ�>�Ã������Ì�À�i�iÀ}��}�Ã����Ã�>�`��ii`Ã�v�À�ÃÕ««�ÀÌ�LÞ�V��`ÕVÌ��}� 
��}���}�>ÃÃiÃÃ�i�ÌÃ��v�Ì�i�V���`½Ã�`iÛi��«�i�Ì°�-«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�ÀÃ�>�`��Ì�iÀ�Ìi>�� 
�i�LiÀÃ�ÕÃi�Ì��Ã���v�À�>Ì����Ì������Ì�À�Ì�i�V���`½Ã�i��}�L���ÌÞ�ÃÌ>ÌÕÃ�>�`�`iÌiÀ���i�Ü�i��
V�>�}iÃ�>Ài��ii`i`�Ì����ÌiÀÛi�Ì����ÃÌÀ>Ìi}�iÃ�>�`É�À�Ì�i�V���`½Ã���-*��ÕÌV��iÃ��À� 
ÃiÀÛ�ViÃ°

/�À�Õ}��ÕÌ�Ì�i���«�i�i�Ì>Ì�����v�Ì�i���-*]�Ì�i�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�À��>Ã�>``�Ì���>�� 
ÀiÃ«��Ã�L���Ì�iÃ�Ì���>��Ì>���Ài}Õ�>À�V���Õ��V>Ì����Ü�Ì��>���Ìi>���i�LiÀÃ]���V�Õ`��}�Ì�i� 
ÃiÀÛ�Vi�V��À`��>Ì�ÀÆ�Ì��>VVÕÀ>Ìi�Þ�`�VÕ�i�Ì�>���V��Ì>VÌÃ�Ü�Ì���À����Li�>�v��v�v>����iÃÆ�Ì�� 
ÕÃi�>�`�ÃÌ>Þ�VÕÀÀi�Ì����iÛ�`i�Vi�L>Ãi`�«À>VÌ�ViÃÆ�Ì��ÃÕ««�ÀÌ�VÕ�ÌÕÀ>��Þ�Ãi�Ã�Ì�Ûi�>�`� 
��V�ÕÃ�Ûi���ÌiÀ>VÌ���Ã�Ü�Ì��Ì�i�V���Õ��ÌÞÆ�>�`�Ì��«À���Ìi�v>���Þ�V��«iÌi�Vi]� 
��`i«i�`i�Vi]�>�`�i�«�ÜiÀ�i�Ì°

Transition
ƂÃ�>�V���`�>�`�v>���Þ�«Ài«>Ài�v�À�ÌÀ>�Ã�Ì�����ÕÌ��v�Ì�i�i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����ÃÞÃÌi�]�Ì�i� 
Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�À�V>��>ÃÃ�ÃÌ�LÞ�V��«�iÌ��}�iÛ>�Õ>Ì���Ã�v�À�>�`�Ã�>À��}�`�VÕ�i�Ì>Ì���� 
Ü�Ì��Ì�i�ÀiVi�Û��}�«À�}À>�]�Ü�Ì��«>Ài�Ì>��«iÀ��ÃÃ���°��i��À�Ã�i��>Þ�>�Ã��>ÃÃ�ÃÌ�Ü�Ì��Ì�i� 
`iÛi��«�i�Ì��v�>�ÌÀ>�Ã�Ì����«�>��>�`�ÃÕ}}iÃÌ�ÃÌÀ>Ìi}�iÃ�Ì�>Ì�V�Õ�`�Li��i�«vÕ����� 
«Ài«>À��}�Ì�i�V���`�v�À�Ì�i��iÜ�ÃiÌÌ��}°

Special instructors play an important role in each step 
�v�Ì�i�i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����«À�ViÃÃ°

Special Instruction is a Unique Early Intervention Service
-«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�����Ã�>�ÃiÀÛ�Vi�Ì�>Ì�v�VÕÃiÃ����«À���Ì��}�V>Ài}�ÛiÀ�V���`���ÌiÀ>VÌ���Ã� 
Ü�Ì����Ì�i�V��ÌiÝÌ��v�iÛiÀÞ`>Þ�>VÌ�Û�Ì�iÃ�>�`�À�ÕÌ��iÃ�>Ã�Ì�i�v�Õ�`>Ì�����v�ivviVÌ�Ûi�i>À�Þ� 
��ÌiÀÛi�Ì����v�À���v>�ÌÃ�>�`�Ì�``�iÀÃ�Ü�Ì��`iÛi��«�i�Ì>��`i�>ÞÃ��À�`�Ã>L���Ì�iÃ°�-«iV�>�� 
��ÃÌÀÕVÌ�ÀÃ½�>L���Ì�iÃ�Ì����Ìi}À>Ìi����Ü�i`}i�>L�ÕÌ�V���`�`iÛi��«�i�Ì�>VÀ�ÃÃ�`��>��Ã]� 
���Ü�i`}i��v�v>���Þ�Vi�ÌiÀi`�«À>VÌ�ViÃ�>�`�ÌiV���µÕiÃ�v�À�ÃÕ««�ÀÌ��}�Ì�i��i>À���}��v� 
Ì�i�V>Ài}�ÛiÀÃ]�>�`�Ã��������ÕÃ��}���ÃÌÀÕVÌ���>��ÃÌÀ>Ìi}�iÃ�Ì��«À���Ìi�V���`��i>À���}� 
Ì�À�Õ}��>`>«Ì��}��>ÌÕÀ>��>VÌ�Û�Ì�iÃ��>�i�Ì�i��Õ��µÕi�Þ�µÕ>��wi`�Ì��«À�Û�`i�ÃÕ««�ÀÌ�Ì�� 
�>�Þ�V���`Ài��>�`�v>����iÃ����i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì���°
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Glossary of Key Terms

ƂÃÃiÃÃ�i�Ì���/�i���}���}�«À�ViÃÃ�ÕÃi`�Ì��`iÌiÀ���i�Ì�i���`�Û�`Õ>��V���`½Ã�«ÀiÃi�Ì� 
level of development, level of participation in the family’s daily routines, and early  
��ÌiÀÛi�Ì�����ii`Ã°


>Ài}�ÛiÀ���Ƃ�Þ�>`Õ�Ì]�ÃÕV��>Ã�>�«>Ài�Ì]�}À>�`«>Ài�Ì]��À�V���`V>Ài�«À�Û�`iÀ]�Ü���>VÌÃ���� 
>�V>Ài}�Û��}�V>«>V�ÌÞ�Ì�Ü>À`�Ì�i�V���`°


�>V���}���ÌiÀ>VÌ���Ã���/�i���ÌiÀ>VÌ����ÃÌÞ�i�L>Ãi`����>`Õ�Ì��i>À���}�«À��V�«�iÃ�ÕÃi`�LÞ� 
an early intervention practitioner to build the capacity of care providers to promote child  
�i>À���}�>�`�`iÛi��«�i�Ì����v>���Þ]�V���Õ��ÌÞ]�>�`�i>À�Þ�V���`���`�ÃiÌÌ��}Ã°


Û>�Õ>Ì������/�i�«À�ViÃÃ�ÕÃi`�Ì��`iÌiÀ���i�i��}�L���ÌÞ�v�À�*>ÀÌ�
�i>À�Þ���ÌiÀÛi�Ì���Æ�Ì�i� 
«À�ViÃÃ�ÕÃi`�Ì��`iÌiÀ���i�Ì�i�iÝ�ÃÌi�Vi��v�>�`i�>Þ��À�`�Ã>L���ÌÞ�>�`�Ì�i�V���`½Ã�ÃÌÀi�}Ì�Ã� 
>�`��ii`Ã����>���>Ài>Ã°


Û�`i�Vi�L>Ãi`�«À>VÌ�ViÃ���*À>VÌ�ViÃ�Ì�>Ì�>Ài���v�À�i`�LÞ�ÀiÃi>ÀV�]����Ü��V��Ì�i� 
V�>À>VÌiÀ�ÃÌ�VÃ�>�`�V��ÃiµÕi�ViÃ��v�i�Û�À���i�Ì>��Û>À�>L�iÃ�>Ài�i�«�À�V>��Þ� 
established and the relationship directly informs what a practitioner can do to produce a 
`iÃ�Ài`��ÕÌV��i�­�Õ�ÃÌ]�/À�ÛiÌÌi]�E�
ÕÌÃ«iV]�ÓääÇ®°

�>���Þ�Vi�ÌiÀi`�«À>VÌ�ViÃ���6>�ÕiÃ]�>ÌÌ�ÌÕ`iÃ]�>�`�>««À�>V�iÃ�Ì��ÃiÀÛ�ViÃ�Ì�>Ì�ÌÀi>Ì� 
v>����iÃ�Ü�Ì��`�}��ÌÞ�>�`�ÀiÃ«iVÌ�>�`�>Ài���`�Û�`Õ>��âi`]�yiÝ�L�i]�>�`�ÀiÃ«��Ã�Ûi°��>���Þ� 
Vi�ÌiÀi`�«À>VÌ�ViÃ�v�VÕÃ����Ì�i���v>�Ì��À�Ì�``�iÀ�Ü�Ì����Ì�i�V��ÌiÝÌ��v�Ì�i�v>���Þ°� 
*À�Û�`iÀÃ�ÕÃ��}�v>���Þ�Vi�ÌiÀi`�«À>VÌ�ViÃ�ÀiV�}��âi�Ì�>Ì�i>V��v>���Þ��Ã�Õ��µÕiÆ�Ì�>Ì�Ì�i� 
v>���Þ��Ã�Ì�i�V��ÃÌ>�Ì����Ì�i�V���`½Ã���viÆ�>�`�Ì�>Ì�Ì�iÞ�>Ài�Ì�i�iÝ«iÀÌÃ����Ì�i�V���`½Ã� 
>L���Ì�iÃ�>�`��ii`Ã°��>���Þ�Vi�ÌiÀi`�«À>VÌ�ViÃ�>���Ü�Ì�i�v>���Þ�Ì��Ü�À�����«>ÀÌ�iÀÃ��«� 
Ü�Ì��ÃiÀÛ�Vi�«À�Û�`iÀÃ�Ì���>�i���v�À�i`�`iV�Ã���Ã�>L�ÕÌ�Ì�i�ÃiÀÛ�ViÃ�>�`�ÃÕ««�ÀÌÃ�Ì�i� 
V���`�>�`�v>���Þ�ÀiVi�Ûi°

��`�Û�`Õ>��âi`��>���Þ�-iÀÛ�Vi�*�>���À���-*���/�i�ÃiÀÛ�Vi�«�>��ÀiµÕ�Ài`�Õ�`iÀ���
Ƃ]�*>ÀÌ� 

Æ�>�ºÀ�>`��>«�Ì�>Ì�}Õ�`iÃ�Ì�i�`iÛi��«�i�Ì]���«�i�i�Ì>Ì���]�>�`�iÛ>�Õ>Ì�����v�i>À�Þ� 
��ÌiÀÛi�Ì����ÃÕ««�ÀÌÃ�>�`�ÃiÀÛ�ViÃ�v�À�i��}�L�i�V���`Ài��>�`�Ì�i�À�v>����iÃ»�­,�`}�iÞ�iÌ�>�°] 
Óä££]�«°�Îä�®°

Natural environment���*�>ViÃ�Ü�iÀi�Ì�i�V���`�>�`�v>���Þ��>ÌÕÀ>��Þ�Ã«i�`�Ì��i�­i°}°] 
���i]�V���`V>Ài�Vi�ÌiÀ]���V>��«>À�®�>Ã�Üi���>Ã�ÃiÌÌ��}Ã�Ì�>Ì�>Ài��>ÌÕÀ>��v�À�Ì�i�V���`½Ã� 
«iiÀÃ�Ü���`����Ì��>Ûi�`�Ã>L���Ì�iÃ°

 >ÌÕÀ>���i>À���}�i�Û�À���i�Ì�«À>VÌ�ViÃ���Ƃ��>««À�>V��Ì����ÌiÀÛi�Ì����Ì�>Ì�ÕÃiÃ�iÛiÀÞ`>Þ� 
v>���Þ�>�`�V���Õ��ÌÞ�>VÌ�Û�Ì�iÃ�>Ã�Ì�i�Ã�ÕÀViÃ��v�V���`��i>À���}��««�ÀÌÕ��Ì�iÃ�Ü�iÀi� 
child participation and competence enhancement is mediated by social and nonsocial  
iÝ«iÀ�i�ViÃ�>vv�À`i`�>�V���`����iÛiÀÞ`>Þ�>VÌ�Û�ÌÞ�­�Õ�ÃÌ�iÌ�>�°]�Óää£®°
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*À��>ÀÞ�-iÀÛ�Vi�*À�Û�`iÀ���/�i��`i�Ì�wi`�«À�viÃÃ���>�����Ì�i���-*�Ìi>��Ü���Ü�À�Ã� 
`�ÀiVÌ�Þ�Ü�Ì��Ì�i�V���`�>�`�v>���Þ����>�Ài}Õ�>À�L>Ã�Ã�Ì��«À�Û�`i���ÌiÀÛi�Ì����ÃiÀÛ�ViÃ°

-VÀii���}���ƂVÌ�Û�Ì�iÃ�Ì���`i�Ì�vÞ�V���`Ài��Ü����>Þ��ii`�vÕÀÌ�iÀ�iÛ>�Õ>Ì��������À`iÀ�Ì�� 
`iÌiÀ���i�Ì�i�iÝ�ÃÌi�Vi��v�>�`i�>Þ����`iÛi��«�i�Ì��À�>�«>ÀÌ�VÕ�>À�`�Ã>L���ÌÞ°

Secondary Service���-iÀÛ�ViÃ��Ì�iÀ�Ìi>���i�LiÀÃ�«À�Û�`i�Ì��ÃÕ««�ÀÌ�Ì�i�«À��>ÀÞ�ÃiÀÛ�Vi�«À��
Û�`iÀ����>``ÀiÃÃ��}�>�`���Ìi}À>Ì��}�Ì�i�V���`½Ã��i>À���}�>VÀ�ÃÃ�>���>Ài>Ã��v�`iÛi��«�i�Ì°

ÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚÚ
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Appendix
What is Special Instruction?

Special Instruction IS… Special Instruction IS NOT…

Professional 
3WCNKƂECVKQPU�QH�C�
Special Instructor

*À�Û�`i`�LÞ�«À�viÃÃ���>�Ã�
who have a minimum of a 
L>V�i��À½Ã�`i}Àii����
>À�Þ�

���`���`�-«iV�>��
`ÕV>Ì���]�
��V�ÕÃ�Ûi�
>À�Þ�
���`���`�

`ÕV>Ì���]�-«iV�>��
`ÕV>Ì���]�

>À�Þ�
���`���`]�
���`�
�iÛi��«�i�Ì]��À���v>�Ì��i�Ì>��
�i>�Ì��Ü�Ì��>�V��Vi�ÌÀ>Ì����
�À�ÃÌ>Ìi�ViÀÌ�wV>Ì�������i>À�Þ�
��ÌiÀÛi�Ì����>�`�Ã«iV�>��âi`�
���Ü�i`}i�>�`�Ã����Ã�Ài�>Ìi`� 
to early intervention  

*À�Û�`i`�LÞ�ÃiÀÛ�Vi�«À�Û�`iÀÃ�Ü�Ì��
��ÌÌ�i��À����i`ÕV>Ì����>�`�ÌÀ>����}�
in child development, intervention 
ÃÌÀ>Ìi}�iÃ]�v>���Þ�Vi�ÌiÀi`�
«À>VÌ�ViÃ]��À�Ìi>���}�«À>VÌ�ViÃ

Service Delivery & 
Teaming with  
Families

Ƃ�«À��>ÀÞ��À�ÃiV��`>ÀÞ���-*�
service recommended, as 
appropriate, to help families 
>``ÀiÃÃ���-*��ÕÌV��iÃ

Ƃ�Ìi�«�À>ÀÞ�ÃiÀÛ�Vi�«ÕÌ����«�>Vi�
Ü���i�Ü>�Ì��}�v�À��Ì�iÀ�ÃiÀÛ�ViÃ�
­i°}°]��VVÕ«>Ì���>�]�«�ÞÃ�V>�]��À�
Ã«iiV��Ì�iÀ>«Þ®�Ì��Li}��

Ƃ�v>���Þ�Vi�ÌiÀi`�ÃiÀÛ�Vi�
Ì�>Ì�v�VÕÃiÃ����ÃÕ««�ÀÌ��}�
V>Ài}�ÛiÀÃ�>Ã�Ì�i�>}i�ÌÃ�
�v�V�>�}i����Ì�i�V���`½Ã�
development 

Ƃ�«À�viÃÃ���>��`À�Ûi�]�V���`�
centered service that focuses on  
Ì�i�Ã«iV�>����ÃÌÀÕVÌ�À�>Ã�Ì�i�>}i�Ì� 
�v�V�>�}i����Ì�i�V���`½Ã�
development 

Ƃ�ÃiÀÛ�Vi�Ì�>Ì��Ã�`i��ÛiÀi`�
Ì�À�Õ}��Ì�i�ÕÃi��v�iÛ�`i�Vi�
based family centered practices 
­i°}°]�V�>V���}]�V���>L�À>Ì�Ûi�
V��ÃÕ�Ì>Ì���]�À�ÕÌ��iÃ�L>Ãi`�
intervention)

Ƃ�ÃiÀÛ�Vi�Ì�>Ì��Ã�`i��ÛiÀi`�
iÝV�ÕÃ�Ûi�Þ�Ì�À�Õ}��`�ÀiVÌ�Ìi>V���}]�
with minimal family participation 
>�`�i�}>}i�i�Ì

Instruction and support 
«À�Û�`i`����Ì�i�V��ÌiÝÌ��v�
child and family routines (with 
>`>«Ì>Ì���Ã�>�`���`�wV>Ì���Ã�
as needed) 

Ƃ�ÃiÀÛ�Vi�«À�Û�`i`����Ì�i�V��ÌiÝÌ�
of contrived educational activities 
removed from daily family routines 
­i°}°]�LÀ��}��}�Ì�ÞÃÉ�>ÌiÀ�>�Ã�ÃÕV��
>Ã�L���Ã]�LÕLL�iÃ]�«Õââ�iÃ]�iÌV°]�Ì��
conduct special activities that focus 
���Ã�����`iÛi��«�i�Ì�Ì�>Ì�Ü�Õ�`���Ì�
otherwise be a part of the family’s 
day)
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Instruction that broadly 
advances the family’s capacity 
to meet the child’s needs by 
v�VÕÃ��}����Ì�i�V���`½Ã��ÛiÀ>���
development, functional 
abilities, independence and 
�i>���}vÕ��«>ÀÌ�V�«>Ì����Ü�Ì����
the activities and routines that 
are important to them

��ÃÌÀÕVÌ����Ì�>Ì�iÝV�ÕÃ�Ûi�Þ�Ì>À}iÌÃ�
`�ÃVÀiÌi�Ã����Ã�­i°}°]�Ì>Ã�Ã��À��Ìi�Ã�
vÀ���>�`iÛi��«�i�Ì>��V�iV���ÃÌ®�>Ã�
��-*��ÕÌV��iÃ

For example, Special Instructors 
do not work on the task “stacking 
wÛi�L��V�Ã»�Ü�i���Ì��>Ã���Ì�Lii��
�`i�Ì�wi`�>Ã�Ài�iÛ>�Ì]��i>���}vÕ�]�
or functional for the child or family.

Teaming with other 
Service Providers

*À�Û�`i`�LÞ�Ü�À���}�>Ã�>�
collaborative partner who 
Ài}Õ�>À�Þ�V���Õ��V>ÌiÃ�
Ü�Ì�]�Ã�>ÀiÃ����Ü�i`}i�>�`�
iÝ«iÀÌ�Ãi]�>�`��i>À�Ã�vÀ���
other team members in order 
to deliver coordinated services

*À�Û�`i`�LÞ�Ü�À���}�����Ã��>Ì����
«À�Û�`��}�>�vÀ>}�i�Ìi`]�`�ÃV�«���i�
Ã«iV�wV�ÃiÀÛ�Vi
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